
 

African Americans' decisions not to evacuate New Orleans before Hurricane
Katrina: A qualitative study

   
   
   
Abstract:

Objectives. We examined the psychosocial and personal factors that influenced African Americans’ decision
not to evacuate New Orleans, La, before Hurricane Katrina’s landfall. Methods. We conducted 6 focus
groups with 53 African Americans from New Orleans who were evacuated to Columbia, SC, within 2 months
of Hurricane Katrina. Results. The major themes identified related to participants’ decision to not evacuate
were as follows: (1) perceived susceptability, including optimism about the outcome because of riding out
past hurricanes at home and religious faith; (2) perceived severity of the hurricane because of inconsistent
evacuation orders; (3) barriers because of financial constraints and neighborhood crime; and (4) perceived
racism and inequities. Conclusions. Federal, state, and local government disaster preparedness plans
should specify criteria for timely evacuation orders, needed resources, and their allocation (including a
decentralized distribution system for cash or vouchers for gas and incidentals during evacuation) and
culturally sensitive logistic planning for the evacuation of minority, low-income, and underserved
communities. Perceptions of racism and inequities warrant further investigation.

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Public

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: African Americans

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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